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PUBLIC SECTOR — STAFFING 

361. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. How does the Premier justify the staff cuts and restricted pay rises when he 
gives his own personal staff pay rises of up to 52 per cent? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
How patronising is it for the Leader of the Opposition to talk about my “own personal staff”? I do not have 
personal staff! I do not! 

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: How patronising is it? With respect to two people in my office, post-election some 
recommendations went from my office to the merit panel—it does not happen with the opposition—and in both 
cases those people were promoted to a higher level of responsibility. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: They were! They were placed onto a higher category that attracts a higher salary! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: As was the chief of staff of the Leader of the Opposition.  
Mr M. McGowan: A four per cent pay rise!  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members!  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: If members want to look at the media area, the person in charge of media is now 
responsible for not only government media, but also all advertising right across the whole public sector, 
including government trading enterprises! It is a highly expanded role. That particular person, whom members 
continue to denigrate —  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I call you to order for the second time. 
Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker — 
Mr W.J. Johnston interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cannington, I call you to order for the first time. 
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Albany, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The head of government media does more than run the media operation, as happened 
previously. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: This government has 20 media officers. The Labor Party in government had 31. It is very 
different. The head of government media, who does the media for my office, ministerial offices and the like, also 
oversees all government advertising right across both the government sector and government trading enterprises. 
I can tell members right now that that person, because of her knowledge of the media and her expertise in 
placing advertisements and using social media, has literally saved this government millions and millions of 
dollars. I am not exaggerating—many millions of dollars. That is the reality. Members opposite are small 
thinkers, small performers and very ordinary members of Parliament. 
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